SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 5th January 2009 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT

Cllrs C Osborne (Mayor), N Aldis, M Bartlett, P Blaine, D Broughton, P Jones, M Pettitt, D Sharman, P Sharman and Mrs S Sutton 
Together with County Councillor J Scott, 2 members of the public and one member of the press.

1.  Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Gale, Sandhu and White. Not present: Cllrs Scott and Smith.


(108/08)

2.  To receive statutory declarations of interests from members (109/08)

(a) Prejudicial Interests
There were none.
 (b) Personal Interests 
There were none.
3. Sandy Beat Manager to give update on policing in Sandy
(110/08)

Pc Prutton had sent his apologies for non-attendance.
4.  Oral questions from electors



(111/08)

There were none.
5.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council



(112/08)

Two electors spoke about Planning Application 08/02335/FULL. The Town Council had also received a letter from a near neighbour which was summarised by the Clerk.
(See list attached)
6.  Mayoral communications  






(113/08) 
7.12.08 Supported by the Mayoress, and a number of other


Councillors and partners, hosted an event at the Queen’s


Head Public House during the Christmas Gala Day and 


involvement in the lights ceremony.

9.12.08 Attended the Mayor of Huntingdon’s Charity Performance of


“The Snow Queen” at the Commemoration Hall.

11.12.08 With the Mayoress attended Sandy Upper School’s 


Annual Awards Evening and Reception.  Our MP, Alistair Burt


was Guest of Honour.

13.12.08
Attended, with the Mayoress, the Mayor of Leighton-
Linslade’s Christmas Carol Concert in All Saints Church.

14.12.08 Supported by the Mayoress, attended Bedford Borough’s


Carol Service in St Paul’s Church.

19.12.08 With the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of St Ives’ Charity


Carol Concert with the RAF Wyton Voluntary Band at the Free


Church.

20.12.08 Attended, with the Mayoress, the packing of the Biggleswade


Chronicle’s Christmas Hampers, following the annual 


Christmas Appeal.

DEPUTY MAYOR

6.12.08 Attended the Mayor of Houghton Regis’ Christmas Carol


Service.

17.12.08 Attended the St John Ambulance County Carol Service at


St Andrew’s Church, Bedford

Following the Mayor’s report about the Christmas Gala Day it was suggested that Town Council should discuss the possibilities of supporting the Chamber of Trade in organising the event.

Resolved:  That this item should be discussed at the next meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee on 26th January 2009.
7.  Minutes and Reports 







(114/08)
To approve/adopt the Minutes of:-

(a) Meeting of Town Council held on Monday 1st December 2008.

Resolved: That the minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and signed as a correct record and that exempt items 105/08 and 106/08 remain as exempt minutes.


(b) Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 8th December 2008.

Resolved: That the minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record.
(b) Meeting of Planning Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 15th December 2008.  

Resolved: That the minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record.
A request was received under Standing order 45 from Cllrs Aldis, Bartlett and Jones that the decision not to divide 4.5 or 5 pole plots be reconsidered at a future meeting.


Resolved: That this matter should be considered at the next meeting of Planning Parks and Open Spaces Committee on Monday 2nd February 2009.
Recommendations:

8.Request from Beeston Open Gardens for permission, for a fallen Tree Trunk to be carved into a Picnic Bench

(P77/08)

Resolved: That a litter bin is installed near to the dragonfly picnic bench, the cost to be considered as part of the estimates process.

9.Car Park Working Group





(P78/08)







Resolved: That if permission is needed for personal data to be kept on an electronic database, the Council should write to the employers who take up the scheme notifying them of this fact.

11.
Allotments







(P80/08)

Resolved: That the land at The Limes Open Space is tested to see if it is suitable for allotments, the cost (£161.50) to be taken from the contingency amount.

7.  Minutes and Reports 
(Cont)




(114/08)
NB:The testing to be undertaken is for contaminants in the soil (a haulage yard having been in operation nearby), which might make the ground unsuitable for growing foodstuffs and will be carried out by the Environment Agency. 
12. 
Land at Beeston Green





(P81/08)

Resolved: That the Town Council would like the land on a freehold or leasehold basis.

Resolved: That if the land became available the Town Council would like to work in partnership with Beeston Wildlife Group who would manage the Community Orchard.

8. Reports from Representatives 





(115/08)
(a) Cllr Sharman reported that the Sandy Charities had met and considered appeals for assistance, to which money had been allocated.
(b) Cllr Blaine reported as the Town Council’s representative on the Village Hall Committee.

SEE PART II EXEMPT/CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES –

MINUTE NO 115/08

Resolved:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted Section (6) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain “Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (other than the authority)”, the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting. 
9.  Clerk’s Report 








(116/08)
The Clerk’s Report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

1.  Accounts 01.04.08 to 30.11.08 
Resolved: That the lists of receipts and payments for November 2008, which had been on display prior to the meeting, be received and approved.


9.  Clerk’s Report 

(cont)



(116/08)
2. Community Safety Group

Resolved: (a)That notes or audio recordings of the Community Safety Group be transcribed by one of the Town Council’s administrative staff free of charge.

(b) That the use of the Council Chamber for meetings of the Community Safety Group be provided at the fee prescribed in the Council’s Scale of Charges, subject to funding being available from Mid Beds District Council for the purpose.

3. Request from Citizens Advice Bureau

Resolved: That a grant of £500 from the Contingency Amount be awarded to the Citizen’s Advice Bureau to help fund its Home Outreach work in Sandy.
This grant is to be made under the Council’s powers in Local Government Act 1972, s 142(2A).

Also Resolved: That Town Council considers the inclusion of an amount of £500 for the same purpose in the Annual Estimates for 2009/10 to be paid in December 2009.

4. Central Bedfordshire Council Standards Committee


Resolved: That no Member wanted to be nominated for possible inclusion in the Committee.
5. Usage of Sunderland Road Pavilion

The letter received from Sandy Bowls Club, saying that they did not want to make use of the Sunderland Road Pavilion was received and considered.
Resolved: That the Clerk be requested to reply, saying that Members were extremely disappointed that no indication of this had been given throughout the construction of the building and that a number of the Club’s requirements had been met in the pavilion.







6. High Street Works


Resolved: (a) That the Highways Engineers be requested to decide which areas of High Street Footpath are most in need of re-surfacing from the Parish Partnership budget.  However, they should be directed in particular to the path below the Lloyd’s Bank run of shops, the path from Archie and Mabel’s to Barclay’s Bank and the area outside China Express.
9.  Clerk’s Report 

(cont)



(116/08)
(b) That the Town Council should replace the tree (if it cannot be saved) at the junction of Ivel Road  and High Street and provide a replacement bench for the area, while the County Council will remove the tree and resurface the area.  The costs of the bench and tree should be included in the estimates process.

7. Future service provision in Central Bedfordshire

Resolved: That the Clerk be requested to write to the relevant directors at Central Bedfordshire requesting clarification on the service level agreements in place at present with Mid Beds District Council and Bedfordshire County Council.
10.  Oral questions from Electors 





(117/08)

There were none.
11.  Press Release. 








(118/08)
Resolved: That a press release be issued regarding the provision of a £500 grant to the Citizen’s Advice Bureau.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	15.12.08

1/09
	08/02335/FULL

Aldwyck Housing Association

Houghton Hall Business Park

Portz Avenue

Houghton Regis

LU5 5UZ
	Full application for erection of 1 No. four bedroom house, 1 No. 3 bedroom house, 3 No. two bedroom houses, 6 No. one bedroom flats and 10 No. two bedroom flats and associated external works at 4 – 6 London Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 8,10 London Road, Flats 1 -5 90 Bedford Road, 92,104,106 Bedford Road, 1,2,3,3a,4, 6 Church Path, 94,96,98 Laburnum Road, Sandy notified.


	Resolved: 

Object

a) Town Council does not believe that the developer has adequately proved that the site will not increase the flood risk to adjacent properties. The development will be at a considerably higher level than properties in Church Path and London Road, increasing the risk of flooding in  these properties.

b) The site has varying levels of contamination and Town Council does not believe that this problem has been sufficiently addressed by the developer.  In particular the potential dangers with regard to water pipes and soakaways.  

c) The number and density of the dwellings constitutes an over-development of the site and car 

parking provision is inadequate.

d) The only entrance and exit is via Church Path and then onto Bedford Road in close proximity to the A1 roundabout which constitutes a danger.


	Town Council 

5.1.09

6.1.09
	

	18.12.08

2/09


	08/02356/FULL

Mr P Fairey

11 Goldfinch Drive

Sandy

SG19 2SA
	Full application for erection of conservatory to rear (Retrospective) at 11 Goldfinch Drive, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 9 and 15 Goldfinch Drive, Sandy notified.
	Resolved: No objection
	Town Council

5.1.09

6.1.09
	

	18.12.08

3/09


	08/02288/FULL

Mr C Forshaw

12 Bedford Road

Sandy

SG19 1EL
	Full application for first floor rear extension over existing single storey rear extension at 12 Bedford Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 10 and 12a Bedford Road, Sandy notified.
	Resolved: No objection 
	Town Council

5.1.09

6.1.09
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